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which shows the same oxygenation pattern as the novel isoflavanone here described.
Padmakastein is 2,3-dihydroprunetin, and, indeed, prunetin (5,4'-dihydroxy-7-methoxy-
isoflavone) is found in the same plant.!? This situation is paralleled in the present case.
5,7-Dihydroxy-4'-methoxyisoflavanone is 2,3-dihydrobiochanin-4, and co-occurs with
biochanin-A in Andira parvifiora.

Plant. Diplotropis purpurea (Rich.) Amsh., trivial name ‘sapupira’, tree, subfamily
Leguminosae-Lotoideae.? Source. Manaus, Brasil.

Trunk wood. The C4Hg extract was chromatographed on silica giving sitosterol, stig-
masterol, lupeol, (-—)-maackiain [(6aR,1laR)-3-hydroxy-8 9-methylenedioxypterocarpan],
m.p. and lit.3 m.p. 178-179°, (2R)-7-hydroxyflavanone, m.p. and lit.! m.p. 190-191°,
formononetin, m.p. and lit.*® m.p. 260-261°, isoliquiritigenin (4,2',4'-trihydroxychalcone),
m.p. and lit.'* m.p. 202-203°, liquiritigenin [(4-)-7.4’-dihydroxyflavanone], m.p. and lit.*?
m.p. 206-207°.
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Plant. Cassia occidentalis L. Uses. Medicinal.l Previous work. Seeds,>=® Roots.”

Present work. Air dried Cassia occidentalis roots were powdered and extracted with light
petrol. (60-80°) and benzene. The light petrol. extract was saponified with 5% alcoholic
KOH. Non saponifiable matter (chromatographed over neutral aiumina) yielded a mixture®
of equal portions of sitosterol and campesterol.

The benzene extract (chromatographed over silica gel) yielded golden yellow needles,
m.p. 204-206°, acetate m.p. 185-186°, methyl derivative m.p. 226-227°, demethylation
yielded emodin, these studies along with IR and UV spectra showed it to be physcion,
identity confirmed by m.m.p. and co-chromatography with an authentic sample of physcion.
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